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19/12/19 Extended Phase 1 Target Notes – Inverurie Energy from Waste Plant  

1. Running water.  Two minor watercourses, 1 m wide and both inundated with predominantly Reed 

Canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea and Common Reed Phragmites australis.  Some suitability for water 

vole Arvicola amphibious with the thick marginal vegetation offering cover and food, level earth banks 

for burrowing (although the area may flood) and set within semi-improved habitats (See 2).  See PS 

Recording Form for grid references and photo. 

2. Marshy grassland / poor semi-improved grassland mosaic with Soft-rush Juncus effusus, Tufted Hair-

grass Deschampsia cespitosa and scattered Dock Rumex sp. encroachment. GWDTE? 

3. Managed stand of swamp vegetation including Bulrush Typha latifolia and Common Reed as part of 

landfill site and fenced off.   

4. Main area of landfill site with tall ruderal vegetation, some rank and rabbit grazed grassland and 

scattered scrub with species including Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion angustifolium, Lesser Burdock 

Arctium minus sens. lat. and Brambles Rubus fruticosus agg.  Shorter rabbit grazed vegetation around 

track and gate appeared more species rich and therefore categorized as semi-improved neutral 

grassland but difficult to confirm due to time of year the survey was undertaken.  Suitable badger Meles 

meles sett habitat. 

5. Suitable reptile habitat within landfill site with habitats in 4 offering foraging and refuge opportunities 

together with rubble piles.  Basking opportunities are present on south facing slopes and adjacent 

railway line.  See PS Recording Form for grid references and photo. 

6. Scattered broad-leaved trees included mature Beech Fagus sylvatica, Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus 

and Horse-chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum, some with Potential Roost Features (PRF) for bats but 

approximately 180m from proposed proposed development.  Some mature trees have been felled for 

recent railway improvements. 

7. Corrugated metal sheds.  Likely negligible bat potential but due to time and access constraints may 

warrant further survey to confirm (dependent on distance from proposed development proposals).  

Considered negligible due to metal construction material, likely open and draughty structures internally 

and also disturbed from people and plant movements and potentially artificially lit at night.  Surrounding 

habitat is highly suitable for foraging and commuting bats however with scattered trees, scrub and semi 

natural habitats all in close proximity and the nearby River Don and railway both providing links to the 

wider area. 

8. Scattered Silver Birch Betula pendula regeneration over railway sidings area with understory of Rush 

and tall ruderal vegetation.  Some suitability for reptiles with brash piles for refuges and ballast areas for 

basking but possibly bit damp.  See PS Recording Form for grid references. 

9. Recently excavated drain with standing water with soakaway and culvert into the River Don. 

10. Scattered semi-mature broad-leaved trees on managed grassland with species including Cherry Prunus 

sp., Alder Alnus glutinosa, Ash Fraxinus excelsior with at least one in this area with PRF adjacent to 

proposed development site at NJ 78181 18877 and see attached plan. 

11. Poor semi-improved grassland with some mown areas. 

12. Dense Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus scrub along river. 

13. Planted semi-mature broad-leaved trees including Silver Birch, Ash and Cherry. 

14. Giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum (1 dead stem) on river bank at NJ 78248 18947. 

15. Pump house.  Well-sealed and considered negligible bat roosting potential. 

16. Giant Hogweed (scattered) at NJ 78287 19113 on river bank and encroaching onto the proposed 

development site. 

17. Vegetation along the River Don and adjacent to the site comprises mainly young Ash scrub with 

occasional Alder and Silver Birch, some scattered Broom Cytisus scoparius and tall ruderal including 

Giant Hogweed.  N.B.  Trees along this section were scrubby and no PRF’s noted. 

18. Canal leads into River Don with marginal vegetation including Reed Canary-grass and tall ruderal 

vegetation.  Suitable otter Lutra Lutra habitat.  Classed as Running Water as drains into River Don.  See 

PS Recording Form for grid references and photo. 

19. Several mature broad-leaved trees along the River Don with at least one with PRF approximately 40m 

from the proposed development site at NJ 78290 19253 and see attached plan. 

20. Small brick building on the proposed development site with broken barge boards allowing access 

between metal roof and chip board sarking.  Sarking has broken in parts allowing access into the void of 

the building.  Considered low bat roosting potential from what could be inspected but recommend 

internal inspection to confirm (there are padlocked doors on the building). See PS Recording Form for 

grid references and photos.   

21. Turf fields for turf farm – classed as Amenity grassland. 

22. Earth bank boundaries with covering of rank grass including Cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata, scattered 

tall ruderal vegetation and occasional Broom and Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum noted. 

23. Floodplain areas adjacent to River Don with scattered Reed Canary-grass and Dock, Tufted Hair-grass 

and scattered scrub including Broom and Gorse. 

24. River Don.  Suitable otter habitat.  Approximately 30m wide with glides and riffles past the proposed 

development site and large island.  Tree and scrub are present along the western bank past the site and 

the eastern bank is an open, vegetated floodplain area (T23).  See PS Recording Form for grid 

reference and photo. 

25. Two trees with PRF’s within the southern area of the proposed development site.  One is a mature 

Sycamore near to the River Don at NJ 78231 18889 and the other a Willow on the bank of the River at 

NJ 78242 18878 and see attached plan. 

26. Mature broad-leaved trees along River Don potentially with PRF’s in this area (not yet assessed). 

27. Buildings – not yet assessed for bat roost potential. 

28. Reed Canary-grass marginal vegetation alongside the River Don. 

29. Proposed proposed development site - derelict land with rubble piles and stored construction materials. 

  



 
 

 

Thainstone Energy Park 

 

 A6.1-3 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

Appendix 6: Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

 

 


