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1. Otters 

As requested at the call with the council on 30th September 2020, we have consolidated the existing otter data 

contained within Chapter 6 of the EIA document. 

1.1. Desk Study 

A desk study request for information was carried out in August 2020 and returned the following data: 

NESBReC had no record of otters within the last 5 years within the proposed development boundary or within a 200 

m buffer, however have one record of the species within 1  km of the proposed development (see Table 1.1). 

Table 1.1: NESBReC data 

Common Name No. Records Distance from site 

central grid reference 

Status 

Otter 1 700 m (2018) EPS, WVA 1981 Sch.6., 

SBL 

Source: NESBReC 

1.2. Extended Phase 1 

An Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey was carried out in December 2019, following the standard habitat survey 

method as described in the Joint Nature Conservation Committee’s (JNCC) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey.  

The survey area comprised all land within the boundary of the proposed development site and a buffer of 200 m 

beyond the site boundary. 

A comprehensive survey of the riverbank was not carried out during the extended Phase 1 survey owing to time 

constraints.  However, the banks of the disused canal and river were identified as suitable otter habitat. A 

recommendation was made that further survey work should be undertaken covering the banks of the river and the 

disused canal within the survey area focussing on the presence of otters. 

1.3. Otter Survey 

A riverbank walkover survey was undertaken on the 5th February 2020 to identify the presence of otter on the banks 

of the River Don and the disused canal, and was informed by the results of the extended Phase 1.  The survey 

extended 200 m upstream and downstream of the boundary of the proposed development.  The survey method was 

based on standard methods for surveying otter and water vole as described by Chanin (2003)1 and Strachan et al 

(2011)2.The survey covered both sides of the River Don. 

The limitation of the survey was the lack of full access to certain areas caused by steep banks, difficult terrain and 

deep water.  In cases where there was uncertainty, a precautionary approach was taken by the surveyor. 

The primary focus of the survey was to determine the presence or absence of otter, otter resting places and/or signs 

of otter.   

 

1 Chanin, P. 2003. Monitoring the Otter Lutra lutra. Conserving Natura 2000 Rivers: Monitoring Series No. 10. English Nature, 

Peterborough. 

2 Strachan, R., Moorhouse, T. and Gelling, M. (2011) Water Vole Conservation Handbook. Third Edition. Wildlife Conservation 

Research Unit, Oxford. 
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The survey identified six potential otter resting sites/holts and seven locations where there were otter signs (see 

Table 1.2 below).  The resting site locations were under or amongst dead vegetation, rocks, tree roots and logs.  At 

three locations the potential resting sites could not be safely inspected close-up and the presence or absence of 

underground structures could not be determined. The presence of an underground structure would indicate that it is 

a holt.  Otter signs comprised either spraint or footprints. 

Table 1.2: Otter Survey Results 

Grid Reference Type Notes 

NJ7824618923 Surface resting site. Potential surface lie-up site under 

dead vegetation. 

NJ7823318837 Surface resting site (possible holt). Resting site under dense 

snowberry and willow, no safe 

access to determine if any 

underground structure. 

NJ7821918740 Surface resting site (possible holt). Resting site under willow roots, 

rocks, captured debris and logs, no 

safe access to determine if any 

underground structure (possibility 

low). 

NJ 78221 18712 Surface resting site (possible holt). Resting site under mature 

sycamore roots and rocks, no safe 

access to determine if any 

underground structure. 

NJ 78368 19375 Surface resting site. Potential resting site. 

NJ 78347 19085 Surface resting site. Resting site in area of willows, with 

slides and pathways. 

NJ 78214 18737 Signs – spraint. On rocks by river. 

NJ 78416 19343 Signs – spraint. On flattened vegetation. 

NJ 78352 19317 Signs – spraint. At top of riverbank. 

NJ 78319 19069 Signs – spraint. On southern tip of island amongst 

wildfowl droppings. 

NJ 78403 19236 Signs – spraint.  

NJ 78308 18983 Signs -prints. In sand by river. 

NJ 78299 18937 Signs -prints.  

Source: Natural Power 

1.4. Mitigation 

Pre-Commencement 

Prior to commencement of works at the proposed development site, pre-construction surveys will be carried out to 

inform the implementation of protected species and breeding bird mitigation measures.  These will include: 

• A general walk-over ecological survey of the proposed development area and, a 50 m buffer beyond, to check 

for changes to the habitats and ecological constraints identified in the original Phase 1 Habitat Survey; and 
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• A survey of both banks of the River Don up to 200 m from the proposed development area boundary to determine 

the status of previously identified potential signs of protected species (otter resting sites/holts, a water vole 

colony and bird nesting burrows) and to identify any new ones. 

Further otter survey work should take place under licence before project works start.  The purpose of the proposed 

survey is to determine the status and activity levels of the otter resting sites/holts using trail cameras.  This survey 

will inform the potential need for a protected species licence and appropriate measures to mitigate against the 

disturbance to otters. 

During Construction 

• Implement a 30 m exclusion zone around any identified otter holts (200 m for breeding holts, although no 

evidence of breeding holts was found at the time of survey). Where exiting infrastructure is within 30 m of an 

otter holt, take advice from the ECoW; 

• Microsite any site infrastructure likely to cause disturbance to otters or their resting places, such as SUDS 

outflows and the water abstraction point; 

• If otter holts are present within 30 m of work activities, secure a protected species licence for otters from SNH, 

and follow an agreed species protection plan. This would only be required where absolutely necessary and 

where micro-siting to create an appropriate buffer was not possible; 

• Avoid causing obstruction to any otter resting place or holt, or to any watercourse access used by otters; 

• If steep-sided excavations are left open at night, a ramp or other means of escape should be installed to prevent 

otters and other animals becoming trapped.  Similarly, stored pipes etc should have their openings covered to 

prevent the entrapment of animals; 

• Restrict works in the vicinity of otter resting places/holts when dark and within 2 hours after sunrise and 2 hours 

before sunset (reduced to 1 hour between November and February inclusive) and direct lighting away from the 

riparian buffer strip; and 

• Lighting will avoid blue-white short wavelength lights, and lights with high UV content, and will be shuttered and 

directed away from the river corridor using beam-deflectors to minimise light spill.  Lighting will also avoid the 

upward spread of light (i.e. above horizontal plane) to minimise sky glow. 

1.5. Predicted Effects 

Site preparation and construction works have the potential to disturb otter resting sites through noise, vibration, 

lighting or through direct loss or damage. There is also the potential impact from vehicle collisions, pollution and 

habitat loss. 

Six potential otter resting sites and seven other locations with otter signs were identified during a walkover survey 

undertaken in February 2020 as described above.  All resting sites were recorded as surface resting sites, and 

three of these were identified as potential holts (however this could not be confirmed because of access 

difficulties). 

There are no specific studies identified that detail the population status of otter in the area of the proposed 

development at a local level. SNH assess the status of otter across Scotland in a Trend Note3  based on national 

surveys undertaken between 1977 and 2012.  It is noted that the north and east of Scotland has been a stronghold 

for otters throughout this time. In general otters have extended their range over this period to include urban areas 

such as old industrial estates and that their presence in an area is largely determined by the availability of food. 

This indicates that the River Don would be a suitable habitat for otters. 

Evidence of a healthy population of otters in the local area arises from the signs recorded during survey 

undertaken for the proposed development and from anecdotal evidence provided by the Senior Fisheries Officer of 

the River Don Trust. 

 

3 SNH (201   25 Trend Note: Trends of Otters in Scotland. 
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A vegetated buffer strip will be retained and extended along the western bank of the River Don and therefore it is 

unlikely that any otter resting place or holt will be directly affected or lost.  Three potential otter holt sites were 

identified during the riverbank survey. Of these, one site (located at grid reference NJ 78233 18837) is 28 m from 

the boundary of the proposed development and greater than 30 m from any proposed infrastructure.   

The remaining two sites (located at grid references NJ 78219 18740 and NJ 78221 18712) are greater than 30 m 

from the boundary. All three potential holts are located within 10 m of an existing access road that is proposed as 

access for the proposed development.  The existing access road is currently in daily use and serves as access for 

a number of businesses located to the west of the proposed development. 

Mitigation, as detailed above, will involve a survey to confirm the presence or absence of otter holts prior to 

construction works commencing, as well as potential micro-siting of works, implementing a 30 m buffer for holts 

(200 m for natal holts), securing a protected species license from SNH if required and other measures outlined in 

the Mitigation section above. 

Pollution control measures to be implemented during the construction phase of the proposed development (see 

Chapter 5: Hydrology, Geology and Hydrogeology of the EIA document for more details) will reduce the risk of 

pollution affecting otters to a negligible level. 

It is unlikely that any identified otter holt site will be disturbed from construction works being carried out at the 

proposed development based on their location and the mitigation proposed. Therefore, there is unlikely to be a 

significant negative impact on the local otter population. 

Potential otter holts close to the existing access road will be habituated to existing traffic movements however 

there will be an increase in traffic as a result of the proposed development. Speed restrictions on the access road 

will help to negate the increased risk of a vehicle injuring an otter. 

The effects of site works are predicted to be of minor negative magnitude and therefore not significant. 

  



 

 

 


