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1. Introduction 

1.1. General  
The following Transport Statement (TS) has been carried out on behalf of Agile Energy Recovery (Inverurie) Ltd 

(Agile Energy) as Additional Information in relation to the Thainstone Energy Park Application submitted on 13 July 

2020 (Ref: APP/2020/1324). The application is for a proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) facility within the Kirkwood 

Commercial Park (KCP) located south of Port Elphinstone in Aberdeenshire. The site is a former industrial facility 

having previously been utilised as a paper mill until its closure in 2009 and subsequent demolition and remediation 

of the brownfield site. 

1.2. Proposed Development 
The proposed development (Thainstone EfW) is for an Energy from Waste (EfW) plant / Energy Recovery Facility 

(ERF) in the area of a former International Paper Mill site in Thainstone, on the outskirts of Inverurie, Aberdeenshire. 

The proposed development will be capable of generating approximately 35 MW of electricity and up to 80 MW of 

heat.  

1.3. Consultations 
A pre scoping consultation meeting was held in Aberdeen on 1 October 2019 at which Aberdeenshire Council Roads 

Department were present, and subsequently the scope of the assessment was agreed. This was presented within 

a Scoping Report submitted on 31 October 2019. This scope of works was undertaken and presented within an 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report accompanying the application referred to in Section 1.1 above.  

Following the submission of this application on 13 July 2020, Transport Scotland and Aberdeenshire Council Roads 

Department requested that a Transport Assessment (dated 5 August 2020 and 21 August 2020 respectively) be 

undertaken for the proposed development.  

A meeting (telephone conference) was held on 5 November 2020 between Natural Power, Systra and Transport 

Scotland to agree the scope of the Transport Statement.  

1.4. Planning Policy Context and Guidance 
This Transport Statement has been produced in line with the relevant national, regional and local planning policies, 

including the Scottish Government’s Transport Assessment Guidance. 

  



 

 

 
 

Transport Statement  2 

2. Transport Planning Policy Contract 

2.1. National Planning Policy 
The National Policy Context is defined by; 

• Scottish Planning Policy (SPP);  

• Scottish Planning Advice Note 75 (PAN 75) Planning for Transport; and  

• Transport Scotland - Transport Assessment Guidance.  

SPP sets out national planning policies which reflect Scottish Ministers’ priorities for operation of the planning system 

and for the development and use of land.  

With regard to transport, SPP highlights reliance on efficient transport connections, within Scotland and international 

markets, with planning playing an important role in improving connectivity and promoting more sustainable patterns 

of transport and travel as part of the transition to a low carbon economy.  

SPP also notes that development plans and development management decisions should take account of the 

implications of development proposals on traffic, patterns of travel and road safety.  

PAN 75 highlights the requirement for integration of land use planning with transport, taking account of environmental 

aims and policies, and policies on economic growth, education, health and the objective of a fairer, more inclusive 

society.  

Transport Assessment Guidance, provided by Transport Scotland to aid with the production of Transport 

Assessments (TA) within Scotland, and sets out the requirements according to the scale of development being 

proposed.  

2.2. Regional Policy 
The Regional Policy Context is currently defined by:  

• Aberdeen City & Shire Strategic Development Plan (SDP) (August 2020); and 

• NESTRANS Regional Transport Strategy Refresh 2035 (RTS) (January 2014). 

The Strategic Development Plan outlines where and how Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Councils want their 

region to grow, providing a focus on issues which are nationally and regionally important which can be best dealt 

with by the Councils working together. The SDP is in line with national strategies, policy and guidance from the 

Scottish Government, as outlined above.  

The NESTRANS RTS seeks to support the Scottish Government’s overall purpose to increase sustainable economic 

growth and the objectives of the National Transport Strategy with ‘A transport system for the north east of 

Scotland which enables a more economically competit ive, sustainable and socially inclusive society’ . 

The RTS outlines the following objectives: 

• To enhance and exploit the north east’s competitive economic advantages, and reduce the impacts of 

peripherality; 

• To enhance choice, accessibility and safety of transport for all in the north east, particularly for disadvantaged 

and vulnerable members of society and those living in areas where transport options are limited; 

• To conserve and enhance the north east’s natural and built environment and heritage and reduce the effects of 

transport on climate, noise and air quality; 

• To support transport integration and a strong, vibrant and dynamic city centre and town centres across the north 

east. 
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2.3. Local Policy 
The Local Policy Context is currently defined by: 

• Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (ALDP) 2016; and 

• Aberdeen City Council - Local Transport Strategy (LTS) 2016-2021. 

The ALDP is the current adopted plan which sets out the policies used for assessing planning applications. The plan 

sets out where development is expected t take place up to 2026.  

The ALDP is currently under review and a Proposed ALDP 2020 was published for review in April 2020.  

The Aberdeen City Council Local Transport Strategy sets out the policies and interventions adopted by Aberdeen 

City Council to guide the planning and improvement of the local transport network between 2016-2021.   

The aim of the LTS is to develop ‘A sustainable transport system that is fit for the 21st Century, accessible to 

all, supports a vibrant economy, facilitates health y living and minimised the impact on our environmen t’ . 
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3. Existing Conditions 

3.1. Existing Site Information 

3.1.1. Site Location 

The proposed development lies to the east of the A96(T) between Aberdeen and Inverurie, approximately 0.5 km 

south east of Port Elphinstone in the Aberdeenshire Council area. The approximate central position in 6 figure grid 

coordinates is E378190, N819074.  

A site location plan is included in Appendix A (extract below in Figure 3.1).  

Source: Agile Energy 

 

Figure 3.1: Extract – Location Plan 
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3.1.2. Existing Site 

The site forms part of an established industrial area having previously been utilised as part of a substantial paper 

mill until its closure in 2009 and subsequent demolition and remediation of the brownfield site. Records indicate that 

the site was in use as a paper mill for 157 years. The development site (Thainstone EfW) currently sits within the 

wider industrial estate of the Kirkwood Commercial Park (KCP) and is owned by the owners of KCP.  

The papermill buildings on the site have been completely demolished and the vast majority of the demolition material 

has been removed although a small amount of rubble still remains and has been spread over the site. The original 

chimney stack still remains in place and will be demolished by the site owner prior to takeover.  

The site is currently approximately 50% concrete hard standing and the remainder rubble, scrub and small trees 

primarily on the riverside. 

Since 2011 the owners of the KCP have secured a certificate of lawfulness and various subsequent consents for 

general industrial use covering various parts of the park.  In 2017 consent was granted in principle for the proposed 

Thainstone EfW site to be developed for general business and industrial uses (under Classes 4, 5 and 6). The 

Thainstone EfW site is currently being used for storage. 

The KCP is identified in the adopted Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (ALDP) 2017 As ‘Existing Employment 

Land (BUS) 8 which is ‘Safeguarded for employment use’.  The accompanying text sets out the importance of this 

land to the economic health of the region, the importance of Aberdeenshire being open for business, the support 

that is provides for business and sustainable economic growth as well as the need to support energy related 

companies in the North East. 

The northern remainder of the KCP is identified in the LDP as OP16 allocating a further 3.8 hectares of employment 

land.  The supporting text under OP16 reflects the previous consents which have been secured for the KCP site 

reiterating the potential to accommodate up to 74,000m2 gross floor area on the KCP site.  

Source: ADLP 2017 

 

Figure 3.2: ADLP Site Designations 
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3.1.3. Land Uses in Vicinity of Site 

With reference to Figure 3.1, the Thainstone EfW site lies entirely within the KCP, located on the eastern edge of 

the KCP, which in turn is located to the south east of the Port Elphinstone on the outskirts of Inverurie.  As highlighted 

above the KCP is situated on the site of a former paper mill which has its own controlled access onto the A96(T) at 

the Thainstone Roundabout.  The former paper mill site has been secured in planning terms through various 

consents and LDP designation for continued business and industrial uses.  The proposed Thainstone EfW 

development is not only deemed to be in line with this type of use on the site but furthermore by providing a 

commercial source of heat and power is intended as a catalyst for further business and industrial use on the wider 

KCP site.  The type of use and the traffic and transportation requirements of the proposed development are therefore 

considered to be consistent with the current and proposed land uses in the vicinity. 

The proposed development site is bound by the wider KCP to the north and west, to the south by an open field and 

east by the River Don.  

3.1.4. Existing Site Access Arrangements 

Vehicular access to KCP is via an unnamed road from the A96(T) at Thainstone Roundabout to a gatehouse and 

barrier (KCP entrance) around 250 metres in an easterly direction from the roundabout. The access road from the 

KCP entrance through KCP is private road with a 20mph speed limit.  

Vehicular access to the Thainstone EfW site is via the private road which is around 400m from the KCP entrance.  

There is a serviceable private rail siding into KCP although this is presently unused and does not enter the 

Thainstone EfW site.  

3.2. Baseline Transport Data 

3.2.1. Walking and Cycling Facilities 

Existing core paths run along the A96(T) connecting the towns of Inverurie and Kintore. One of these core paths 

runs from the A96(T) onto Mill Road and then across the Aberdeen to Inverness railway before heading north into 

Port Elphinstone at the northern most boundary of KCP. Walking and cycling access to KCP and the Thainstone 

EfW site can be achieved via these core paths. 

There are also opportunities to access the northern boundary of KCP via the core paths and informal old tow path 

along the former Aberdeenshire Canal from Port Elphinstone.   

The shared footway/cycleway core path on the A96(T) to the south provides access to the Thainstone area via drop 

kerb crossing points on the central reserve and splitter islands at Thainstone Roundabout. The shared 

footway/cycleway on the A96(T) provides access to the bus stops to the south of Thainstone Roundabout. 

3.2.2. Existing Public Transport Provisions 

The Aberdeen to Inverness rail line runs to the west of the proposed development site and KCP with the closest 

stations being Kintore (circa 2km south) and Inverurie (circa 3km north).  

The two nearest bus stops that could service KCP are located on the A96(T), one west of Mill Road (Crichiebank) 

and the other south of Thainstone Roundabout.  

The Crichiebank stops comprise of dedicated bus lay-bys with raised kerbing, flagged post and timetable information. 

The bus stops are approximately 600m (around 8 minutes) walking distance from the KCP site via the pedestrian 

paths noted in Section 3.2.1 above.  
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The Thainstone bus stops comprise of dedicated bus lay-bys with shelters, raised kerbing and timetable information 

boards. The bus stops are approximately 400 metres (around 5 minutes) walking distance to the KCP entrance via 

the unnamed road from Thainstone Roundabout.  

There are further bus stops on Elphinstone Road in Port Elphinstone although these are approximately 1200m 

(around 15 minutes) walking distance from the KCP site via the pedestrian paths noted in Section 3.2.1. 

The current local bus services with regular routes passing the bus stops on the A96(T), in the vicinity of the site are 

shown in Table 3.1. The existing services also serve the bus interchange points in Inverurie town centre where 

opportunities exist for onward travel.  

Table 3.1: Existing Bus Service 

Operator Service Route Mon-Fri Nearest Bus Stop 

Stagecoach 10 / 10B Aberdeen – Kintore – Inverurie 

Continues onto Inverness 

Approx. every 30 

minutes 

Thainstone 

Roundabout A96 

Stagecoach 37 Aberdeen – Kintore – Inverurie Hourly Thainstone 

Roundabout A96 

Source: Stagecoach 

3.2.3. Highway Network 

The A96(T) forms part of the strategic road network for the north of Scotland running east-west through 

Aberdeenshire, running from Aberdeen to Inverness. The A96(T) in the southerly direction from Port Elphinstone 

Roundabout is dual carriageway to Aberdeen City. From Port Elphinstone Roundabout northwards to Elgin and then 

onto Inverness it is predominantly single carriageway. The A96 is managed by Transport Scotland under the control 

of BEAR Scotland. Plans are underway to dual the whole of the A96 by 2030.   

An unnamed single carriageway (S2) road off the Thainstone Roundabout provides access to the site. The A96(T) 

is the main link to Inverurie from the high population centres of Aberdeen, Elgin and west to Inverness. With the new 

Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route the A96 via the A90 also serves to link Inverurie to the higher population centres 

along the east coast, such as Peterhead.  

3.2.4. Proposed Transport Improvements 

At the present time the owners of KCP are in the process of implementing a new/improved internal access road to 

the south of the proposed Thainstone EfW site.  The purpose of this new road is to replace and upgrade the previous 

access to the unnamed road off the A96(T) in order to avoid and overcome the potential for flooding.  This new 

access road will be utilised by the users of the proposed development if consented and will avoid the proposed 

development becoming inaccessible to small vehicular, cycling or pedestrian access allowing unfettered access to 

the A96 and public transport links thereafter. 

Wider transport improvements, including dualling the A96(T) and various junction upgrades to the A96(T) around 

Port Elphinstone and Inverurie are also in the planning and development stage. 

3.2.5. Accident Records 

Records for accidents on the A96(T) in the vicinity of the proposed development were obtained from CrashMap. The 

severity of accidents is based on the STATS20 categories as: 

• Fatal injury includes any cases where death occurs within 30 days as a result of as a crash. It does not include 

death from natural causes or suicide. 
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• Serious injury includes (but is not limited to): fracture, internal injury, severe cuts, crushing, burns, concussion 

and fatalities occurring 30 or more days after the crash. Serious casualties are often (although not necessarily) 

detained in hospital for treatment. 

• Slight injury includes (but is not limited to): sprains, whiplash, bruises, slight cuts and slight shock requiring 

roadside attention. Slight casualties can often (although not necessarily) be treated at the roadside. 

Between and including Blackhall Roundabout (to the north of the site providing the main access into Inverurie town), 

and the B987 junction providing access to Kintore to the south of the site, the following accidents have been recorded 

in the last five years (2014 to 2019). 

Table 3.2: Accident Records on A96(T) in Vicinity of  the Site 

Year Location Severity Involvement 

2014 Blackhall Roundabout Serious 1 vehicle, 2 casualties 

2015 Blackhall Roundabout Slight 2 vehicles, 1 casualty 

2015 Port Elphinstone Roundabout Slight 2 vehicles, 2 casualties 

2015 North exit of Thainstone Roundabout Serious 1 vehicle, 1 casualty 

2015 A96(T) at B987 junction Fatal 1 vehicle, 1 casualty 

2016 Blackhall Roundabout Slight 1 vehicle, 1 casualty 

2016 A96 adjacent to golf course Serious 2 vehicles, 1 casualty 

2017 South of Blackhall Roundabout Slight 2 vehicles, 1 casualty 

2018 Blackhall Roundabout Slight 3 vehicles, 2 casualties 

2018 A96 adjacent to south end of golf course Serious 2 vehicles, 1 casualty 

2019 A96 adjacent to golf course Slight 4 vehicles, 1 casualty 

Source: CrashMap.co.uk 
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4. Proposed Development 

4.1. Development Proposals 
The proposed development will provide an EfW facility for the production of electricity up to 35 MW gross, which will 

have the capacity to accept up to 220,000 tonnes of mixed residual commercial, industrial and municipal waste from 

a variety of contracted waste collection businesses in NE Scotland. The proposed development will utilise Best 

Applicable Techniques (BAT) in the conversion of residual waste to heat and electricity in a manner which minimises 

the environmental impact of the activity while providing an essential component of the waste management and 

energy strategies for Aberdeenshire Council and the Scottish Government.  

With reference to the Site Plan in Appendix A (extract in Figure 4.1 below), the proposed development will comprise 

of the following components: 

• An enclosed waste receiving, storage and shredding processing area,  

• Fuel storage silos,  

• An enclosed fuel delivery conveyor, 

• Furnace and boiler (circulating fluidised bed),  

• A turbine hall, including a steam turbine, generator and surface condenser, 

• Flue gas treatment, 

• A stack (approximately 70 m high),  

• Electricity switching and power transformers,  

• Heat recovery and machine room for district heating production, 

• Water treatment and storage area, 

• Office and workshop area for the operation and management of the plant, 

• Ancillary components for the operation and maintenance of the plant, 

• Visitor/Education centre, 

• Landscaping, 

• Car parking, including accessible parking for workers and visitors,  

• Bicycle storage. 
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Source: Agile Energy 

 

Figure 4.1: Extract – Site Plan 
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4.2. Access Arrangements 
The proposed Thainstone EfW development sits within the larger KCP. As such, the developer has no control over 

access arrangements outside of their planning boundary, including the wider KCP site.  

As noted in Section 3.1.4, access to KCP is via the unnamed road from the Thainstone Roundabout to the KCP 

entrance. The proposed development is subsequently accessed from the private road within KCP, around 400 

metres from the gated barrier entrance.  

For safety and security reasons a security fence will enclose the whole of the proposed development site to prevent 

public access. A site gatehouse will be located on the proposed site entrance to control traffic entering the proposed 

development site. It should be noted that pedestrian access along the river bank within the designated riparian zone 

to be created by the project will be available. 

4.2.1. Walking and Cycling Access 

The nearest settlement of Port Elphinstone is within accessible walking distance from the site, circa 1.5km to 

Thainstone Roundabout. There are suitable footway links between Thainstone Roundabout and Port Elphinstone. 

Similarly, the existing core path runs adjacent to the A96(T) at Thainstone Roundabout, connecting the two 

significant settlements of Inverurie and Kintore, via Port Elphinstone. Inverurie and Kintore are around 3km from 

Thainstone Roundabout which is considered within a reasonable cycling distance.  

Pedestrian and cycle access to the development would be achieved via either the unnamed road from Thainstone 

Roundabout to the KCP entrance or via the core path to the north of the KCP site. The unnamed road from 

Thainstone Roundabout and the private road within KCP has street lighting generally to one side of the road but 

does not include any footway provisions. The internal private road within KCP has a speed limit of 20 mph.  

The internal proposed development site layout (refer to Appendix A) includes for a network of footpaths around the 

site with dedicated road crossings to facilitate staff access to all parts of the operational plant throughout the site. 

This would provide pedestrian and cycle access to the office accommodation area and associated bicycle storage.  

4.2.2. Public Transport Access 

As noted in Section 3.2.2, there are existing bus stops on the A96(T) at Crichiebank to the west of the site and south 

of Thainstone Roundabout with services running around every half hour on the Aberdeen, Kintore and Inverurie 

route. The Crichiebank bus stops are around 500m to the northern boundary of the KCP and a further 400m to the 

proposed Thainstone EfW site. The bus stops near Thainstone Roundabout are around 400m to the KCP entrance 

and a further 400m to the Thainstone EfW site.  

The existing bus stops are located outside the recommended 400 metres walking threshold for access to bus 

services. However, given the frequency and routing of existing services it is considered that public transport would 

still offer an alternative access to the site for journeys.  

4.2.3. Vehicle Access 

Vehicular access to the site would be via the existing unnamed road from the A96(T) at Thainstone Roundabout to 

the KCP entrance and then the existing private internal KCP road to the proposed development site entrance.  

The vast majority of the vehicular traffic to the site will be HGVs transporting in waste as a fuel source for the plant. 

This is central to the operation and purpose of the facility and the layout design has been developed to provide an 

efficient and safe configuration for delivery of the waste fuel in, through and out of the site.  

Access to the site is controlled by a gate house at the main entrance and security fencing will surround the site. 

Consideration has been given to access for emergency vehicles in the design also. In addition to the main entrance, 
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there are three additional points of access provided for emergency vehicles to ensure quick access to any part of 

the site.  

4.3. Trip Generation and Fuel Sources 
Fuel for the operational phase is predicted to come from a variety of sources from around the north east of Scotland. 

Agile Energy have provided an initial indicative breakdown of potential sources of fuel for the plant. This is presented 

graphically in Figure 4.2 below and in tabular format in Table 4.1 below.   

Source: Agile Energy 

 

Figure 4.2: Fuel Source Locations and Contributing Si ze 

 

Table 4.1: Fuel Source 

Fuel Source Tonnage % of Total 

EIS Waste Services Ltd 35,000 10.6 

Pat Munro (Alness) Ltd 20,500 6.0 

Wiliamson J Gordon Ltd 20,000 5.9 

Highland Council 82,000 24.1 

A&M Smith Skip Hire Ltd 17,000 5.0 

Inverurie Skip Hire Ltd 12,000 3.5 

Biffa 10,000 2.9 

Geddes Group 2,500 0.7 
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Fuel Source Tonnage % of Total 

Morrow Skip Hire Ltd 1,200 0.4 

Taylors Industrial Services Ltd 70,000 20.6 

Enviroco Ltd 20,000 5.9 

Suez Recycling & Recovery UK 50,000 14.7 

Source: Agile Energy 

The plant is expected receive a maximum annual waste supply of 220,000 tonnes with around 20,000 tonnes of this 

expected to be rejected, resulting in 200,000 tonnes of fuel. The plant is expected to operate for around 48 weeks 

of the year, taking account of scheduled downtime and maintenance with deliveries anticipated to occur on five and 

a half days of the week.  

Therefore, it is anticipated around 4,584 tonnes of waste will be delivered per week; 764 tonnes per day.  

Anticipated traffic flows as presented in Chapter 10 of the EIAR have been updated as indicated in Table 4.2 below. 

Table 4.2: Anticipated Traffic Flows  

Vehicle Type EIAR Report Traffic Flows Updated Traffic Flows 

HGV 69 delivers; 138 movements 49 deliveries; 98 movements 

LGV & car 38 deliveries; 76 movements 31 deliveries; 62 movements 

Total 107 deliveries; 214 movements 80 deliveries; 160 movements 

Source: Natural Power / Agile Energy 

The proposed working hours for HGV movements are 06:00 hrs to 21:00 hrs on Monday to Friday and 06:00 to 

12:00 hrs on Saturday.  

There are no planned HGV deliveries on Saturday aft ernoons, Sundays and at the following peak traffic 

times on the A96(T) Inverurie Bypass and Thainstone Roundabout: 

AM peak 07:00 hrs to 09:00 hrs, 

PM peak 16:00 hrs to 18:00 hrs.  

4.4. Site Layout and Parking 
The layout design has been developed to provide an efficient configuration for delivery of the waste fuel in, through 

and out of the site. Access to the site is controlled by a gate house at the main proposed development site entrance 

and security fencing will surround the site. The management and routing of traffic within the site is illustrated in 

drawing “Site Plan – Traffic Management” included in Appendix A with an extract in Figure 4.3 below. It should be 

noted that the proposed development site exit in the Traffic Management figure has been amended to suit the 

upgrades being undertaken by KCP to their internal road. The proposed development site exit is now proposed to 

be located adjacent to the entrance as indicated on the Site Plan in Figure 4.1 and Appendix A.  
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Source: Agile Energy 

 

Figure 4.3: Extract – Site Plan Traffic Management 
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The site design includes for the following parking provisions: 

• 45 allotted standard car parking spaces (2.5m x 5.0m), 

• 3 allotted accessible car parking spaces (3.8m x 5.0m), 

• 3 allotted articulated lorry parking spaces (4.0m x 21.0m), 

• 1 allotted medium lorry parking space (4.0m x 10.0m), 

• 4 allotted motorbike parking spaces (1.2m x 2.5m), 

• A bicycle storage area. 

Appropriate safety and information signage will be placed at strategic points across the site area to make operations 

staff and occasional visitors, such as lorry drivers aware of potential hazards and provide direction for emergency 

services should the need arise.   

Consideration has been given to access for emergency vehicles in the design also. In addition to the main entrance, 

there are three additional points of access provided for such vehicles to ensure quick access to any part of the site 

in case of an emergency 

The proposals include for an educational facility and visitor experience. This has been designed in such a way as to 

preclude the need to escort members of the public who are visiting the site into areas of potential danger, through 

making extensive use of cameras and large screens. 

4.5. Transport Impacts 

4.5.1. Traffic Impact Assessment 

Chapter 10 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) assessed the traffic impacts of the proposed 

development. Full details are included in that report and summarised below, taking account of the updated traffic 

flow estimates as outlined in Section 4.3 above. 

Baseline traffic data for the A96(T) near the proposed development site was taken from the Department for Transport 

(DfT) website. Two locations, either side of Thainstone Roundabout were considered. Site Number 80024 is on the 

A96 around 3km north of Thainstone Roundabout and Site Number 50784 is on the A96 around 0.5km south of 

Thainstone Roundabout. Data from 2018 was used as this was the most recent year that had complete data at these 

two locations. The resultant baseline Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) flows are shown in Table 4.3 below. 

Table 4.3: Average Annual Daily Traffic (DfT) 

Site 

Number Coordinates Location Description 

AADT 

(Total Traffic) 

AADT 

(HGV Traffic) 

80024 376756, 820953 A96 north of Thainstone Roundabout 19,013 981 

50784 378100, 818190 A96 south of Thainstone Roundabout 28,107 1,226 

Source: Department for Transport 

As noted in Section 4.3 above, the operation of the proposed development is estimated to lead to an updated 

maximum of around 49 deliveries by HGVs (98 movements) and 31 light personnel and delivery vehicles per day, 

equating to 80 total deliveries (160 movements).  

Table 4.4 below shows the increase in traffic when using the baseline traffic and the estimated daily traffic flow for 

the operational phase of the proposed development. 
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Table 4.4: Estimated Daily Traffic Increase During O peration 

Location AADT 
(Total 

Traffic) 

Estimated 
Total 

Traffic 
Increase 

Increased 
Total 

Traffic 
Flow 

% Total 
Increase 

AADT 
(HGV 

Traffic) 

Estimated 
HGV 

Increase 

Increased 
HGV Flow 

% HGV 
Increase 

80024, A96 north of 

Thainstone 

Roundabout 

19,013 160 19,173 0.8% 702 98 800 12.3% 

50784, A96 south of 

Thainstone 

Roundabout 

28,107 160 28,267 0.6% 1,226 98 1,324 7.4% 

Source: Natural Power 

The Environmental Assessment of Road Traffic (1993), Institute of Environmental Assessment (IEA) Guidelines 

suggest that two broad rules of thumb can be used as a screening process to delimit the scale and extent of the 

assessment. These are:  

• Rule 1 - Include highway links where traffic flows would increase by more than 30% (or the number of HGVs 

would increase by more than 30%),  

• Rule 2 - Include any other specifically sensitive areas where traffic flows would increase by 10% or more.  

For the proposed A96(T) access route and when considering the assessment criteria set out in the IEA Guidelines, 

neither Rule 1 nor Rule 2 are breached as the increase in HGV traffic is less than 30% and the overall traffic increase 

is less than 10% resulting in no further assessments being required. The traffic impact assessment concludes that 

there will be no significant traffic effects associated with the proposed development. The updated traffic flows are 

less than those presented in the EIAR and therefore, the same conclusion of no significant traffic effects can be 

applied here. 

4.5.2. Previous Transport Statement for Proposed Development Site (PM 4 Building) 

In 2017 Fairhurst consultancy undertook a Transport Statement (Report reference 116220/TS01) for the proposed 

development of a mix of Class 4, 5 and 6 use referred to as PM4 building. That development is located on the same 

site as this current Thainstone EfW application.  

The 2017 PM4 building Transport Statement recognised that certain parts of the overall KCP site had been 

developed and therefore determined an appropriate GFA for the PM4 building site. Within that assessment the 

accepted GFA was 6,768m2 and the resultant trip generation for the PM4 building is presented in Table 4.5 below.  

Table 4.5: 2017 Vehicle Trips for PM 4 Building 

 

Weekday AM Peak 

08:00 – 09:00 

Weekday PM Peak 

08:00 – 09:00 

In Out In Out 

Industrial Trip Rates 0.372 0.171 0.149 0.373 

Vehicle Trips 25 12 10 25 

Source: Fairhurst Transport Statement ref: 116220/TS01 

Based on the flows in Table 4.5 the PM4 building would have generated a total of 72 vehicle movements during the 

AM and PM peaks. 
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Although the Fairhurst assessment was not specifically considering the proposed Thainstone EfW development 

assessed within this report, the following points can be concluded: 

• The Fairhurst assessment included for flows of around 37 and 35 movements during the peak AM and peak PM 

period respectively, resulting in 72 movements during the peak times. The current Thainstone EfW planning 

application and proposals are for only a total of 98 movements over a 24 hour period. 

• As noted in Section 4.3, for the intended operation of the Thainstone EfW facility there are no HGV movements 

proposed during the peak AM and PM hours. Additionally, the staff shift pattern is also intended to rotate outside 

of the peak AM and PM times (i.e. either 06:00 hrs to 18:00 hrs or 00:00 to 12:00 hr).  

4.6. Travel Plan  
Transport and Planning policy at national and local level aims to encourage development in a sustainable manner 

in order to minimise potential transport impacts. Travel Plans can be used as a means to help promote more 

sustainable transport.  

A Travel Plan should include a range of measures to promote more sustainable travel and reduce the reliance on 

car use. The following elements could be considered in a Travel Plan: 

• Encourage walking and cycling to work. Provide staff with maps of safe routes, including distances and times. 

• Encourage use of public transport. Provide staff with transport routes, stops and timetables. Details of 

subsequent routes and walk times from stops to destinations should also be included. 

• Consider the provision of a shuttle pick-up EV bus to collect and deliver staff coming on/off shift. 

• Raise awareness by providing staff with travel information packs and including sustainable travel in staff 

inductions and training. 

• Monitor and review.  
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5. Summary and Conclusion 

5.1. Thainstone EfW 
This Transport Statement (TS) has been undertaken on behalf of Agile Energy as Additional Information in relation 

to the Thainstone Energy Park Application submitted on 13 July 2020 (Ref: APP/2020/1324).  

The proposed development is for an Energy from Waste (EfW) plant / Energy Recovery Facility (ERF) in the area of 

a former International Paper Mill site in Thainstone, on the outskirts of Inverurie, Aberdeenshire. The proposed 

development will be capable of generating approximately 35 MW of electricity and up to 80 MW of heat and will 

comprise of the following components: 

• An enclosed waste receiving, storage and shredding processing area,  

• Fuel storage silos,  

• An enclosed fuel delivery conveyor, 

• Furnace and boiler (circulating fluidised bed),  

• A turbine hall, including a steam turbine, generator and surface condenser, 

• Flue gas treatment, 

• A stack (approximately 70 m high),  

• Electricity switching and power transformers,  

• Heat recovery and machine room for district heating production, 

• Water treatment and storage area, 

• Office and workshop area for the operation and management of the plant, 

• Ancillary components for the operation and maintenance of the plant, 

• Visitor/Education centre, 

• Landscaping, 

• Car parking,  

• Bicycle storage. 

5.2. Accessibility Summary 
The A96(T) forms part of the strategic road network for the north of Scotland running east-west through 

Aberdeenshire, running from Aberdeen to Inverness, linking Inverurie with the high population centres of Aberdeen, 

Elgin and west to Inverness. 

The proposed development sits within the larger KCP. The developer has no control over access arrangements 

outside of their planning boundary, including the wider KCP.  

KCP is accessed via an unnamed road from the A96(T) at Thainstone Roundabout to a gatehouse and barrier 

around 250 metres from the roundabout. The access road from the gatehouse and barrier through KCP is private 

road with a 20mph speed limit. The proposed Thainstone EfW site is accessed from the private road which is around 

400m from the KCP entrance. 

Pedestrian and cycle access to the development would be achieved via either the unnamed road from Thainstone 

Roundabout to the KCP entrance or via the core path to the north of the KCP site. The unnamed road from 

Thainstone Roundabout and the private road within KCP has street lighting generally to one side of the road but 

does not include any footway provisions. The internal private road within KCP has a speed limit of 20 mph.  
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There are existing bus stops on the A96(T) at Crichiebank to the west of the site and south of Thainstone Roundabout 

with services running around every half hour on the Aberdeen, Kintore and Inverurie route. The Crichiebank bus 

stops are around 500m to the northern boundary of the KCP and a further 400m to the proposed Thainstone EfW 

site. The bus stops near Thainstone Roundabout are around 400m to the KCP entrance and a further 400m to the 

Thainstone EfW site.  

There are further bus stops on Elphinstone Road in Port Elphinstone although these are approximately 1200m 

(around 15 minutes) walking distance from the KCP site via the pedestrian paths. 

Although the existing bus stops are located outside the recommended 400 metres walking threshold, given the 

frequency and routing of existing services it is considered that public transport would still offer an alternative access 

to the site for journeys.  

The Aberdeen to Inverness rail line runs to the west of the proposed development site and Kirkwood Commercial 

Park with the closest stations being Kintore (circa 2km south) and Inverurie (circa 3km north).  

Vehicular access would be via the unnamed road from Thainstone Roundabout and the private road within KCP.  

Access to the proposed development site would be controlled by a site gate house at the main entrance and security 

fencing will surround the site. The internal proposed development site layout includes for a network of footpaths 

around the site with dedicated road crossings which would provide pedestrian and cycle access to the office 

accommodation area and associated bicycle storage.  

The majority of the vehicular traffic to the site will be HGVs transporting in waste as a fuel source for the plant. This 

is central to the operation and purpose of the facility and the layout design has been developed to provide an efficient 

and safe configuration for delivery of the waste fuel in, through and out of the site.  

5.3. Transport Impact Analysis Summary 
A Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) has been undertaken as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report. 

Baseline Annual Average Daily Traffic flow data at two locations on the A96(T) near the proposed development site 

was taken from the Department for Transport (DfT) website. The operation of the proposed development is estimated 

to lead to an updated maximum of around 49 deliveries by HGVs (98 movements) and 31 light personnel and delivery 

vehicles per day, equating to 80 total deliveries (160 movements). 

The resultant increase in traffic due to the proposed development at the two traffic data locations was estimated as: 

• 0.6% and 0.8% increase in total traffic flows. 

• 7.4% and 12.3% increase in HGV traffic flows. 

Based on the assessment criteria set out in the IEA Guidelines, the TIA concluded that there will be no significant 

traffic effects associated with the proposed development. 

A previous Transport Statement for the proposed development site was undertaken by Fairhurst consultancy (Report 

reference 116220/TS01) for the proposed development of a mix of Class 4, 5 and 6 use referred to as PM4 building. 

That assessment was reviewed as part of this current Transport Statement and the following conclusions drawn: 

• The Fairhurst assessment included for flows of around 37 and 35 movements during the peak AM and peak PM 

period respectively, resulting in 72 movements during the peak times. The current Thainstone EfW planning 

application and proposals are for only a total of 98 movements over a 24 hour period. 

• As noted in Section 4.3, for the intended operation of the Thainstone EfW facility there are no HGV movements 

proposed during the peak AM and PM hours. Additionally, the staff shift pattern is also intended to rotate outside 

of the peak AM and PM times (i.e. either 06:00 hrs to 18:00 hrs or 00:00 to 12:00 hr).  
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5.4. Conclusion 
The site is considered to have excellent transport links for its intended use. 

The site accessible by all sustainable travel modes with the site layout and design including provision for walking 

and cycling facilities.  

Although the location of bus stops are outside the recommended 400 metres walking threshold, given the frequency 

and routing of existing services it is considered that public transport would still offer an attractive alternative access 

to the site.   

It is considered an effective Travel Plan, in accordance with best practice guidance, would aid in promoting 

sustainable travel for the staff.  

The estimated vehicle movements for the proposed site are lower than those in the certificate of lawfulness secured 

by KCP in 2011 and the subsequent 2017 consent in principle for the proposed PM4 building.  

Furthermore, the proposals include for HGV movements and staff shift patterns to be undertaken outside of the peak 

AM and PM traffic flows.  

 

  

The proposed development relies on waste fuel being delivered to the site and therefore necessitates the need for 

HGV traffic. The chosen site has excellent and essentially direct vehicular access to and from the strategic A96(T) 

road network which will avoid HGV traffic routing through more minor and sensitive road networks. The assessment 

work and review of previous assessments indicates that the development is unlikely to have a detrimental impact on 

the road network and Thainstone Roundabout.  
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A. Appendix A 

 

Drawings: 

Fig 1.2 – Location Plan    (NOCH-01-2.5-FED-LOLY-001, Rev IO4) 

Fig 1.1 – Site Plan    (NOCH-01-2.5-FED-LOLY-002, Rev IO8) 

Fig 10.1 – Site Plan Traffic Management  (NOCH-01-2.5-FED-LOLY-004, Rev IO4) 
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