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Dear Sir or Madam,
 
Full planning permission for erection of energy from waste facility
Kirkwood Commercial Park Ltd, Kirkwood Commercial Park, Inverurie,
Aberdeenshire, AB51 5NR
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997/Planning etc (Scotland) Act 2006
 
Thank you for consulting us on the additional information that has be provided in
support of the above application.
 
In our letter of 31 August 2020, we advised:
 
‘…in tables 9.23, 9.24 and 9.25 Paradise Wood SSSI is noted as having no sensitive
feature whereas Pittodrie SSSI is noted as having mixed and yew woodland as a
sensitive feature. Paradise Wood is designated for its upland oak woodland while
Pittodrie SSSI is designated for its geological interest. These two sites therefore appear
to have been mixed up in the table. In addition, Loch of Skene SSSI is noted as having
no sensitive features whereas Loch of Skene SPA is noted as being sensitive for
goldeneye (ammonia and nitrogen deposition) and grey geese (acid deposition).
Goldeneye, greylag and pink footed geese are also features of the SSSI, so it is not
clear why the SSSI has been identified as having no sensitive habitats or features in the
assessment. Also, Wartle Moss is designated for its basin fen, so should probably have
been assessed for this feature rather than standing open water, as outlined in these
tables.
 
‘In view of the predicted contribution of the facility to deposition rates at these
designated sites, it seems unlikely that the proposal will have affect the protected
natural features of these sites, despite this apparent confusion. However, we advise that
the applicant reviews the data in view of the issues identified above and ensures that
this assessment has been carried out correctly.’
 
We have considered the ‘Air Quality Impact Assessment’ that was published on the
planning portal on 15 January. We note that goldeneye, greylag and pink footed geese
have been added as sensitive features of Loch of Skene SSSI in relation to ammonia
concentrations, and acid and nitrogen deposition. However, in relation to the SPA,
goldeneye are noted as a sensitive feature only in relation to ammonia and nitrogen and
grey geese are only noted as sensitive to acid deposition. We cannot see any reason
for the inconsistency between these two designations. We recommend that either the
reason for this difference is explained in the report, or that the designations be treated
consistently.
 
The other issues identified in our letter do not appear to have changed or been
addressed. We therefore have no additional comments to make on these issues and
our advice remains as set out in our original letter.
 
Please let me know if you need any further information or advice from NatureScot in
relation to this proposal.
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Best wishes,
Isla
 
Isla Martin | Area Officer

NatureScot | Inverdee House, Baxter Street, Torry, Aberdeen AB11 9QA | 01224 266514 /
07788 567114

nature.scot | @nature_scot | Scotland’s Nature Agency | Buidheann Nàdair na h-Alba

 
 

NatureScot is the operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage.
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Tha am post-dealain seo agus fiosrachadh sam bith na chois 
dìomhair agus airson an neach no buidheann ainmichte a-
mhàin.  Mas e gun d’ fhuair sibh am post-dealain seo le 
mearachd, cuiribh fios dhan manaidsear-siostaim no neach-
sgrìobhaidh. 

Thoiribh an aire airson adhbharan gnothaich, ‘s dòcha gun tèid 
sùil a chumail air puist-dealain a’ tighinn a-steach agus a’ dol a-
mach bho NatureScot.
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